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Introducing SAI Platform 
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What is SAI Platform? 

ÅCreated in 2002 by the food & drink industry to support 
the development  of sustainable agriculture worldwide 

Å80 members across the value chain 

ÅCovering all major commodities 

ÅOperating globally 

Vegetable & 
Arable Crops 

Beef Coffee Dairy Fruit 
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How does SAI Platform work?  

Collection and 
Exchange 

Harmonisation and 
Engagement 

Collaboration and 
Action 
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What is 
Farm Sustainability Assessment (FSA)? 
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ÅFood & drink companies want 
to increase the amount of 
sustainably grown agricultural 
products they buy from 
farmers 

 

ÅBUT... meeting the sustainable 
sourcing needs is a challenge 
for farmers, because it is done 
in different ways by different 
companies using different 
criteria 
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FSA in a nutshell: 
the challenge 



 

FSA solves the challenge because 
it allows farmers ς for the first 
time ever ς to assess, improve 
and report their sustainable 
agricultural practices in a way 
that is recognized by the food 
and drink industry 
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FSA in a nutshell: 
a global and universal tool 



FSA in a nutshell 
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1. A simple yet 
comprehensive method for 
assessing farm 
sustainability, applicable to 
all crops & to all farm sizes. 

2. Addresses enviromental, 
social & economic aspects. 

3. Based on SAI Platform 
Principles & Practices. 



1. Assess farm sustainability 

2. Use as basis for improvement plans 

3. Benchmark tool to gauge other 
certification schemes and proprietary 
codes: assess completeness & using 
as basis for improvement plans 

4. Use as a companyΩǎ (external) 
sustainable agriculture standard 

5. Aggregation of farm sustainability 
data, across regions, commodities 
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FSA in a nutshell: 
different uses of FSA 



The making of FSA 
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The making of FSA 
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PHASE 1: 
ORIGINS 

 
 

Developed in response 
to need expressed by 
members to translate 

SAI Platform's Principles 
& Practices for 

sustainable agriculture 
into one single set of 

requirements on which 
the food and drink 
industry is aligned. 

 
 

PHASE 2:  
FSA 1.0 DRAFT & 

PILOT 
 

A number of pioneers 
tested it with their 

suppliers and 
producers, then 

collected feedback. 
During the pilot, SAI 

Platform also consulted 
with other relevant 

external stakeholders 
including 20 expert 

organizations & NGOs. 

PHASE 3:  
FSA 2.0 

 
 

The result of this 
process is FSA 2.0, 

launched in April 2014. 
Changes include: 
simplification of 

questions, expansion of 
key topics, clarification 
between requirements 

& recommended 
practices, addition of 

essential questions & a 
new performance level.  

PHASE 4:  
FUTURE REVIEWS 

 
 

We will continue to 
engage with key 

stakeholders interested 
in accelerating the 

transition to sustainable 
agriculture globally. In 
order to improve the 

tool, we will review and 
revise it every 3 years & 

are eager to engage 
with a broad cross-

section of stakeholders. 


